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Introduction

What is FCE?

The First Certificate in English (FCE) is an examination at intermediate level
which is offered by UCLES (the University of Cambridge Local Examinations
Syndicate). This book contains four practice tests which are very similar to the
exam. You can use them to help you prepare for FCE. If you want more
information about FCE and you cannot find it in this book, you should write to
UCLES, 1 Hills Road, Cambridge CB1 2EU, England.

FCE consists of five papers, each carrying 20 per cent of the total marks.

Paper 1 Reading

You have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer the questions on the answer sheet
provided. There are four parts, each containing a text and some questions. You
are asked different kinds of questions in each part. There are 35 questions
altogether.

Paper 2 Writing

You have 1 hour 30 minutes to write your answers on the answer sheet
provided. You have to answer two questions. There is no choice in Part 1 but in
Part 2 you can choose between four questions. One of these is about set books
and you will only be able to answer this if you have prepared for it.

Paper 3 Use of English

You have 1 hour 15 minutes to answer the questions on the answer sheet
provided. There are five different tasks which test your understanding and
control of English grammar and vocabulary. There are 65 questions altogether.

Paper 4 Listening

You have 40 minutes to listen and answer the questions on the answer sheet
provided. There are four parts — two parts contain long texts and the other two
contain several short texts. You are asked different kinds of questions in each
part. There are 30 questions altogether.

Paper 5 Speaking

The Speaking Test lasts for about 15 minutes. You take this test with another
candidate. There are two examiners but only one takes part in the conversation
with you. You will talk to the other candidate as well as to the examiner.

At the back of this book are examples of the answer sheets used in the exam.
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When should | take the FCE exam?

If you already know something about Cambridge examinations, it is fairly easy
to decide if you are ready for FCE. If you have passed the Preliminary English
Test (PET), you will need about another 200 hours of active study, that is, about
five hours a week for a year (either in a classroom or on your own) before you
are ready to take FCE. This is an average and how long it takes you will depend
on how hard you work, how quickly you learn, etc.

If you have not taken PET, look at Test 1 in this book. Try doing Paper 1 Part
2, Paper 3 Part 2 and Paper 4 Part 1. Check your answers in the Key. You need
to average around 60 per cent across all five papers to be sure of passing FCE,
although your score may be higher in some papers and lower in others.

Remember that FCE is not an elementary exam. If you are going to pass, you
need to be fairly confident about English in all the following areas — reading,
writing, listening, grammar, vocabulary and speaking. You need to be able to
use and understand the main structures of English and a wide range of
vocabulary and be able to communicate with English-speaking people in a range
of social situations. People who pass FCE are usually considered to be ready to
begin using English at work or for study.

What will | need in order to study for FCE?

You will need:

® A good English/English dictionary and a reliable modern reference grammar
of English. There are excellent dictionaries and grammar reference books
available which are specially written for students of English as a foreign
language.

® A cassette recorder to play the cassettes which contain the listening tests. If
you like music, you can use it to play songs in English on cassette and try
listening to the words. Many cassettes and CDs have the words printed with
them so you can look at the words while listening. You can also buy

~ recordings of books on cassette read by famous actors.

You will find useful:

® An up-to-date translating dictionary (English/your language).

® A radio to listen to English-language programmes. For details of British
overseas broadcasts, write to The BBC, Bush House, PO Box 76, The Strand,
London WC2 4PH. Ask about programmes aimed at people studying
English, as well as the usual programmes. It may also be possible to hear
American or Australian radio stations in your area. Go to the local library or
contact the local Consulates of English-speaking countries to find out.

® A video recorder so that you can watch English language films.

® English-speaking friends to practise with. Make the most of any chance to
talk to people whose first language is English, but it is also very helpful to
speak English with your friends. Remember most people who learn English
use it to communicate with other people who are also learners.

® An English-speaking penfriend. If you cannot find a penfriend whose first
language is English, try exchanging letters in English with friends who may be
studying English in another town.
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® Magazines, newspapers and stories in English if you can find them. There are
also series of simplified readers specially written for foreign learners which
will help you improve your reading and vocabulary.

How should | organise my studying?

® Be realistic. Don’t plan to do more than you can, you will only disappoint
yourself. :

® Don’t plan to give up all your free time to studying. Studying hard for one
hour four times a week can be very effective. In fact, short sessions are best,
because your memory won’t get tired, and so you will remember what you
study.

® Try to study in a quiet place so that you can concentrate well.

® Be organised. Write out a timetable and follow it. Spend a few minutes of
each study period revising what you did last time.

What does this book contain?

This book is divided into four parts:

Study notes

This part goes through each paper, explaining and describing the different
questions. There are suggestions about how to answer the questions and how to
prepare for the exam.

Taking the exam
This part contains practical information and advice about taking the exam.

The Practice Tests

This part contains the practice papers, which are like the real ones in the exam.
There are four practice tests, each one containing five papers (Reading, Writing,
Use of English, Listening, Speaking) as in the exam.

The Keys and Tapescripts

This part contains all the answers to the tests and the complete tapescript for the
Jlistening papers. For Paper 2 (Writing) there are example composition answers
for Test 1 and example composition plans for Tests 2, 3 and 4.



Study notes

Paper 1 Reading

The texts on Paper 1 come from a range of English-language publications —
newspapers, magazines, stories, leaflets, instructions, advertisements. Try to
read as much as you can in English so you get used to texts of different kinds.
There are always four texts. At first it may seem that there is a lot to read but,
when you look at the questions, you will realise that you do not need to
understand every word.

You can get an idea of what a text is going to ) be about by looking at the way
it is laid out on the page, the way it is printed, the headings and any
illustrations. These things will all help you when you start to read the text.
Before you begin to answer the questions, always read the instructions
carefully. Each part of the test asks you to do something different so make
sure you have understood all the instructions before you begin. This book
will give you practice in the reading tasks you may meet in the exam.

Look at the examples in Parts 1, 3 and 4 where you are shown what to do.

If you don’t understand part of a text or a particular word, try to guess by
looking at the words around it, but don’t spend too long on it. Leave it and
come back to it later as you may find it easier to understand when you have
read the rest of the text. Remember you may not even need to understand it
to answer the questions.

Practise doing the paper in the time allowed so you do not need to rush any
parts in the exam.

Practise transferring your answers to the answer sheet. In the exam, it is
better to do this while you are doing the test rather than leave it till the end. If
you don’t do this, you might run out of time, and have no answers to hand in.
If you don’t know, always guess — you may be right!



Part 1

Paper 1 Reading

Part 1 is always a matching exercise — matching paragraphs in a text to either
headings (see below) or summary sentences (e.g. Test 2 Part 1). The example
below is a headings exercise. The paragraphs in the text are numbered 1-7.
There are always six or seven questions plus the example. The first paragraph is
the example (0) and is done for you. The headings or summary sentences appear
in a box before the text and each one has a letter (A-I). The last letter is always
the answer to the example. There is always one extra heading or summary

sentence which does not fit anywhere.

® Read the headings first. Then read the text through once. Now go back to the
beginning and, after you have read each paragraph, try to match it with its
heading. If you are not sure, leave a blank or put a question mark on your

question paper.

® If you think two answers fit one question, note them both on the question
paper. When you have finished, go back to the beginning and read the text
again, this time choosing and checking your final answers. Then transfer

them to the answer sheet.

Practice Test 1

PAPER 1 READING (1 hour 15 minutes)

You are going to read a newspaper articie about children’s safety. Choose the
rmost suitable heading from the list (A=) for each part (1-T) of the article. There is
one extra heading which you do not need to use. There is an example at the
beginning (0).

Mark your answers on the separate answer sheet.

Paper 1 Reading

Dangers off the road too
Trial period

Not what it appears to be
Dangerous driving
Dangers of fuel

First of many?

Learning to judge

Funds from industry

- xT o mmoU o w »

Danger in the city

Crash courses

It is a typical urban scene. Two cars are parked
close together at the kerbside and a child is
attempting 10 cross the road from between them.
Down the street, another car looms. Houses flank
the pavements and around the comer there is a
brightly-it petrol station.

It is all extraordinarily cealistic. but it is unreal
For the difference between this and thousands of
similar locations throughout the country is that
this street is indoors — it is a mock-up designed by
studio set-builders from Anglia Television.

We are standing inside a converted warchouse in
Milton Keynes, home of a project which is the
blueprint for an exciting new way of teaching
children safety awareness. especially road safety.
It is called Hazard Alley. If the centre proves
successful and, having visited it, I am convinced it
will, then ts imaginative approach could easily be
copied throughout the country.

The project was started by the local authority in |-

conjunction with the police. The finance came
from commercial sponsorship by companies
including Coca-Cola, Volkswagen and Anglia
TV. There is already a catchy cartoon character
fmascot for the centre: Haza, the Hazard Alley cat.

A novel setting for children to be taught and

practise a wide range of safety topics, Hazard
Alley takes its name from the dark alleyway in the
centre of the converted warhouse which links the
urban street scene and a series of country sets that
focus on rural safety. As well as road drill,
children are tutored in home safety and how to
avoid trouble in playgrounds, parks, alleyways,
near railways and on farmland.

In the street scene, children practise the safe way
10 cross a road, including coping with parked
vehicles, and are given a practical understanding
of how long it takes a car to stop when travelling
at 30 mph. Could the car they see looming down
the road stop in time if a child stepped out
between the parked cars? No, it would be through
that wall at the end before it finished braking, 23
metres after the driver started 10 brake.

On the mock-up petrol station forecourt, provided

by Shell, the youngsters leam the dangers when
filling a vehicle with petrol. They discuss car fires.
the flammability of differcnt components, why the
car's engine must be switched off and why
smoking and using a car phone are illegal on a
garage forecourt.

Hazard Alley is gearing up for its official opening,
and the local schools which have experienced it so
far have been testing out the centre before it
launches into a full programme of group visits. It
is already proving immensely popular. Eventually
it may open to individual family groups. When
that happens, it will be well worth a day trip:
children will love it and they could leam
something which may save their lives.







